A Journey Together:
Hinsdale Chapter Bereaved Parents of the USA

PARENTS
of the USA

December 2008 - January 2009

www.bpusahinsdale.org

Meetings are generally held the first Friday of every month. Doors open at 7:00 PM for greeting and  fellowship.
Redeemer Lutheran Church, 139 East First Street, Hinsdale, lllinois
(One block east of Garfield Street & one block south of the railroad tracks)
Donna Corrigan, Chapter Leader 630-279-6148 or 630-841-7056 (cell)

CHARLIE BROWN
CHRISTMAS

By Donna Corrigan

When it comes to anniversaries and holidays for
bereaved parents, Charlie Brown was probably
right. The anticipation exceeds the actual

event. Whether you are facing your first holiday
season without you beloved child or you have
survived many celebrations, these can be

difficult days. There is no way to turn back the
clock to the obefore my
we jump into a month wt
with happy, intact families. Thanksgiving,
Christmas, Hanukah, New Years Eve, they are a
fact of life.

If possible, simplify your plans, but do have a

plan. As you focus on the parts of these holidays
that are important to you and your immediate
family, you might find it is time for a change.
Remember , you dondt al v
same way, with the same pe ople.

Because we know how important this time is, our
chapter has 2 special December events. Some
parents enjoy buying gifts for needy children
(Dec 5" Love Never Dies). Others plan to come
to our Candlelight Celebration on Dec 14 ™ with
their extended families.

Are you planning your own family observance at
your home, at the cemetery, or maybe at their
favorite restaurant? Bake their favorite cookies
and take them to a homeless shelter (or eat
themall your sel f!') One chil
the stre et with luminaries. There are many ways
of remembering.

UPCOMING MEETINGS& EVENTS

Friday, December 5 d Monthly Chapter Meeting:
7:30 PM to 9:30 PM- Love Never Diesdif you are
up to it, bring an unwrapped new gift that reminds
you of your child. The gifts wi Il be given to
children in need.

Sunday, December 14 dAnnual Candlelight
Observance of Nati onal
7:00 PM. ~ Doors open at 6:30 PM(see page 7)

Friday, January 2 o Monthly Chapter Meeting:
7.30PMto9:30PM-0 Gr i ef &qu&sui | t
speaker Michael Daly, C.A.D.C., L.C.P.C.

Tuesday, January 6 & Steering Committee
Meeting: 6:30 PMat Redeemer - Need a New
Year 06s Resolution? Wh
your chapter? Consider this an invitation to

attend our next Steering Committe e meeting. We
can always use volunteers with refreshments, set -
up, clean-up, mailings, and planning special
meetings.

Wednesday, January 7 L adi es 6 N Meet
at Baileyfds in Westmont

Friday, February 6 dMonthly Chapter Meeting:
7:30 PM to 9:30 PM- Small group discussion

You may find that your
able to help you at this time however. That
hurts.

However you decide to observe these holidays,
remember, they will soon be part of the past. Try
to not give them too much power over today. ~
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Love Gifts

A Love Gift is a donation to the chapter in memory
of your child , grandchild or sibling . All Love Gifts
are gratefully acknowledged in the newsletter
accompanied by wording exactly as the donor
submits. Bereaved Parents of the USA  (BP/USA)
does not charge fees or dues. Our funding comes
from Love Gifts to the chapter, as well as the

annual sale of our holiday card. These offset the
cost of printing a nd mailing our newsletter each
month. BP/USA is a national non - profit
organization therefore; all donations to the

chapter are tax deductible  as allowed by law.

When mailing in a love gift,  please include your
childés name, aydaoyrothe idfdayew
would like in your love gift message. Please make
your check payable to:  BP/USA Hinsdale and mail
it to arrive by the 10 t of the month prior to the
upcoming newsletter:

BP/USA Hinsdale Chapter

c/o Jerry Schulman , Treasurer

4940 Wo If Road
Western Springs, IL 60558

d a &fove Gifts a

In loving memory of
John Hurley
April 15, 1977 until September 11, 2005

Not a day goes by that w
remember your smiles and hugs.
But we know that we will see you & hug you again.
Foreverinour heartseé

Love & miss you

Your loving family,
John & Pat Hurley
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In loving memory of
Our son, Rob
August 22, 1955 until July 30, 1981
and
Our grandson, Robbie
May 30, 1990 until June 22, 2008

Bereaved Parents of the USA:

Our family experienced a horrific tragedy when Robbie
went missing in the Fox River in Oswego in June. We are
back to square one after managing to survive our
unexpected loss in 1981. | have asked to put us back on
the mailing list.

We somehow got through that first holiday season 27
years ago but we are dreading the one coming. Robbie &
his Dad lived with us for several years. Thus Robbie was

like a son. | am having a very hard time believing this
tragedy happened. You saved our lives 27 years ago and

we find ourselves in need again.
Bless you all!

Sincerely,
Robert & Fran Funston
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In loving memory of
Jeffrey Anderson
January 28, 1981 until May 25, 1998

Jeff,

This will be your 28th birthday, and you are not here for us
to share it with you. You were taken from us almost 11
years ago. Though time has passed and we have grown
older our love for you has never waned. We love and miss
you as much now as we did the day you left us. We
remember all the good things you brought into our lives.
You are always on our minds and in our hearts.

Love forever and ever until we meet again,
Mom & Dad
Irene & John Anderson
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Death leaves a heartache no one can heal, love
leaves a memory no one can steal.
~From a headstone in Ireland




iThe following poem was submitted by Jeannine Cichorski, in loving i
'memory of her son, Noah Cichorski. She saw it in her church i
ibulletin. I't carries a message:

If

By Rosella Keeler
taken from The Lutheran Message, copyright 2003

If | knew it would be the last time But justin case | might be wrong,
That 18d see you fall And today is all I get,
| would tuck you in tighter and I 6d | ike to say how muc
Pray the Lord, your soul to keep. And | hope we never forget.
If | knew it would be the last time Tomorrow is not promised to anyone,
That | see you walk out the door, Young or old alike,
| would give you a hug and kiss And today may be the last chanpe
And call you back for one more. You get to hold your loved one tight.
If I knew it would be the last time So if youdre waiting fo
| d hear your voice | i  Whynotdoittoday?
| would video tape each action and word, For if to~morrow never comes,
S0 | could play them back day after day. Youd ! | egrefthedbyy r
If I knew it would be the last time, That you didndt take the
| could spare an extra minute or two for a smile, a hug, or ak iss
To stop and say 0]l | ov And you were too busy to grant someone,
Instead of assuming you would know | do. What turned out to be their one last wish.
If 1 knew it would be the last time So always hold them dear.
| would be there to share your da . Take time to say )
Well 16m sure yousll h Ol love you,o
So | can let just this one slip away. oldm sorry, o
OPl ease &o06rgive m
For surely thereds alw OThank youé, or 0itds o
To make up for an oversight. And if tomorrow never comes,
And we always get a second chance Youdl | haeséodag.o” regr

To make everything right.

There will always be another day
To say veryouls | @
And certainly thereds a
To say our OAnything |




Welcome

We had two people join us for the first time at
our November meeting. We hope you felt
welcome and were able to take at least a small
glimmer of hope home with you.

New people at our November 7" meeting:
v Anne Sicotzke, mother of Brian Sicotzke
v Sarah Brewer, sister of Melissa Jurgensen

While we are sorry for the reason you are here,
we are glad that you found us.

Thank You

Thank you to the following people who contributed
the items listed below to our lending library at a
recent meeting.

O CD: iwhy Do Bad Thing
Peopl edo, donat eidloving J &€
memory of her daughters Anna, Diane, Joanna
& Emily

O Book: af@Thekeettureo, by
donated by Vincent & Debbie DeMauro, in
loving memory of their son, Patrick

O Several grief books donated by Jack & Jane
Larson, in loving memory of their daughter,
Sara Melton

We are very grateful for your generosity. ~

Mendos Night Ol

The bereaved dads of our chapter are talking about
Mends Night a@antextmeaet i ng

If you are interested, please call Jerry Schulman,
(630) 205-4552 or e-mail to
max5844@ameitech.net

To Bereaved Grandparents 0 A
Holiday Memory

by Margaret Gerner, BP/USA St. Louis MO
Bereaved Parent & Grandparent

(from the Bereaved Parents of Springfield &
Jacksonville, IL December 2007 newsletter)

O Know that your grief over the loss of your
grandchild is legitimate. You have the
right to grieve.

O Learn about the grief process, not only so
you will know that what you are
experiencing is normal, but so you will
know t hat your grievin
crazyé

O  Find someone with whom you can share
your thoughts and feelings about your
grandchil dds deat h.

O  Know that the holidays will be difficult for
you as well as your gt
expect too much yourself  this year.

O  Know that your children who have not lost
a child will be uncomfortable with whatever
you do, but explain to them how necessary
it is for your grieving child.

O Know that however you
holiday arrangements, it will not be the

same because your grandchild will never
be there again. Know, too, that does get
easier as the years go by.

O Take this opportunity to cement a very
special relationship with your grieving child
by being sensitive to his or her needs.

Sadness flies on the wings d the morning and out
of the heart of darkness comes the light.
~Jean Giraudoux




Our Children, Loved Missed and Remembered
bereaved parents and families. In the days ahead, may we lovingly remember these ¢ hildren and send

our prayers, love and support to their parents and families

0 Anniversaries and birthdays are difficult for

Alan Schroeder - 24
Oct 11, 1983 - Dec 04, 2007
Joan & John Schroeder

Daniel M. Schedler - 23
Dec 16, 1969- Apr 06, 1993
Auto Accident
Tom & Judeen Schedler

Eric Fitzpatrick Bucholz - 19
Jun 26, 1974 - Dec 24, 1993
Electrocution
Sue Bucholz

Mariana Tunstall - 8
Dec 29, 1999- Jul 16, 2008
E-Coli
Keith & Kristena Tunstall

Nicholas Carl Pica - 21
Dec 12, 1984- Jul 13, 2006
Sudden Cardiac Death
Jane & Jerry Pica

Sarah Lynn Moore - 5
Dec 18, 1998- Mar 31, 2004
Surgical Complications
Susan Moore

William "Bill* Collins 624
Nov 15, 1965- Dec 24, 1989
Auto Accident, Hit & Run
Sue Collins

Dana Samuel - 32
Apr 07, 1970 - Jan 23, 2003
Asphyxiation
Lana Samuel

Heather Kasl - 3
Nov 26, 1990- Jan 17, 1994
P.N.E.T. Brain Tumor
Dave & Juliet Kasl

Brandon Hardy - 22
Aug 13, 1980- Dec 28, 2002
Auto Accident
Don & Celeste Hardy

Daniel Stoothoff - 34
Jun 03, 1970 - Dec 07, 2004
Car Crash
Sally Stoothoff

Garrett Joel Zaagman - 7
Mar 04, 1976 - Dec 09, 1983
Spinal Meningitus
Dirk & Florence Zaagman

Martin K. Adams - 42
Dec 11, 1960- Jan 06, 2003
Suicide
Marge & Bill Adams

Noah Michael Cichorski - 2 1/2
Jun 24, 2001 - Dec 16, 2003
Head Injury (Cause Unknown)
Jeannine Cichorski

Scott Wesolowski - 18
Dec 13, 1984 - Apr 08, 2003
Drug Overdose
Sue Berger

Renee Michelle Saban 621
Jan 07, 1964 - Apr 05, 1985
Auto Accident
Jackie & Joe Saban

Denise Dubois - 38
Feb 12, 1960- Jan 02, 1999
Cancer/Suicide
Janet & Bernie Finnigan

Heather Runge - 6 WKks.
Nov 21, 1989- Jan 04, 1990
Neuroblastoma
Sandy Sand

Chris Marie Longo - 18
Dec 21, 1951 - Sep 26 1970
Brain Aneurysm
Anthony & Margery Longo

Elizabeth Anne Barrett - 15 1/2

Dec 29, 1976- Jun 29, 1992
Hit by Van
Kay & Phil Barrett

Jessica Louise Lang - 23
Mar 03, 1980- Dec 12, 2003
Heroin Overdose
Kristine Lang

Marty Sobanski (Brother) - 28

Dec 08, 1961 - Sep 05, 1990
Seizure Disorder

Helen SobanskiHennessey

Ryan James Moravcik - 21
Jan 07, 1980 - Dec 31, 2001
Suicide
James & Lucille Moravcik

Sean Howard Anderson - 17

Feb 22, 1983 - Dec 05, 2000
Suicide

Maureen & Russ Anderson

Rolanda L. Marshall - 14
Jan 08, 1979 - Sep 06, 1993
Homicide
Alice T. Norris

Gerrick Davies - 18
Jan 21, 1986 - Feb 09, 2004
Murdered
Diane Davies

Jeffrey Anderson - 17
Jan 28, 1981 - May 25, 1998
Asphyxiation
John & Irene Anderson

Our Children continues on the next page



Our Children, Loved Missed and Remembered (continued) &Anniversaries and birthdays are difficult
for bereaved parents and families. In the days ahead, may we lovingly remember these children and
send our prayers, love and support to their parents and families

Jeffrey Scott Caccavari - 34 Matthew Swett 625 Ryan Vesely - 17
Jan 16, 1967 - May 10, 2001 Jan 07, 1979 - Jan 25, 2003 Oct 03, 1974 - Jan 18, 1992
Unknown Accident Auto Accident
Dominic & Karen Caccavari Keith & Jean Swett Stan & Val Vesely

Patrick Vincent DeMauro - 19
Jan 28, 1982 - Aug 29, 2001
Car Accident
Vincent & Debbie DeMauro
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iThese lyrcis were submitted by Jena Nylec in loving memory of her daughters, Anna, Diane, Joanna & Emily !

with the following note: 0l dondét know about you:
woul dnét do to have our | ittle home back, to be ex
in my very own home that | dondt have anymore, for,

deceased 9 year old daughter Emily and her deceased father. | was 30 when we lost our triplet daughtersto
iprematurity, 36 when | lost Emily and 38 wh en I lost my ex -husband, whom 1 still loved and wish | could
reminisce with. And I dm only 40 now. Yes, Il dm gonn

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

You're Gonna Miss This

by Trace Adkins

She was starin' out the window of that SUV, You may not know it now,

Complanin', sayin', "I can't wait to tu rn 18." but you're gonna miss this.

She said, "I'll make my own money,

and I'll make my own rules." Five years later there's a plumber workin' on the

Mamma put the car in park out there in front of the school. water heater.

Then she kissed her head and said, "l was just like you." Dog's barkin’, phone's ringin’, one kid's cryin', one kid's
screamin'.

You're gonna miss this. And she keeps apologizin'

You're gonna want this back. He says, "They don't bother me.

You're gonna wish these days hadn't gone by so fast. I've got 2 babies of my own, one's 36, one’s 23.

These are some good times, Huh, it's hard to believe, but,

so take a good look around.

You may not know it now, You're gonna miss this.

but you're gonna miss this. You're gonna want this back.
You're gonna wish thesedays hadn't gone by so fast.

Before she knows it she's a brand new bride. These are some good times,

In her one-bedroom apartment, and her daddy stop s by. so take a good look around.

He tells her, "It's a nice place." You may not know it now,

She says, "It'll do for now." But you're gonna miss this.

Starts talkin' about babies and buyin' a house.
Daddy shakes his head and says, "Baby, just slow down.

'‘Cause you're gonna miss this.

You're gonna want this back.

You're gonna wish these days hadn't gone by so fast.
These are some good times,

so take a good look around.



Bereaved Parents of the USA
Hinsdale Chapter

Cordially invites you to attend our
Annual Candlelight Observanc e of
' Nati onal Chil drends Memori al
Sunday, December 14, 2008
Redeemer Lutheran Church
First & Park Streets, Hinsdale, IL

‘ Program 7:00 PM a Doors open 6:30 PM

This invitation is extended to parents, grandparents, siblings and other family members who  wish to join in
honoring the memory of a beloved child at this special time of the year.

During this observance, the name of each child will be read aloud. In addition, for those wishing to submit a
photo (56x76 or smal |l er ) ,shownhaghisror herimame id @ad alpud.clftyauthave wi | |
submitted a photo in the past, please indicate your permission to have the photo shown again this year.

Kindly fill out and return the attached registration form. This will help us to plan for seating , refreshments,
candles and reading of the names. I f you are unabl e
aloud, please indicate on the return form.

Refreshments and fellowship will follow the candlelight observance. You are welcometobrin g your ¢ hi
favorite treat to share. There will be special tables set up for pictures. Feel free to bring a picture or
remembrance of your child to display.

If you submitted a photo to be shown during the candle lighting, you may pick it up atthe en  d of the
evening.

Send photos to: Bob & Carol Gordon, 7717 Williams St., Darien, IL 60561  -4429 (630) 971 -9472
Or e-mail photos to: FLASH22504@comcast.net

DEADLINE FOR PHOTO6 5X@ 6 QR SMALLER NOVEMBER22, 2008

Return Form for Childrends Memori al Day C
Please respond by Monday, December 8, 2008
Return to: Bereaved Parents USA, c/o Bob & Carol Gordon, 7717 Williams St., Darien, IL 60561 - 4429

First name of child(ren)

Last name of child(ren)

First & last names of parent(s)

How many people will attend Of those, how many bereaved siblings (for special candles)
| have enclosed a picture | will send a picture | wille -mail a picture

| give permission to use a photo previously submitted

Donations to help defray costs are gratefully appreciated
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